Factories enjoy lighter side of cranes

OH&S and productivity demands
are driving a boom in light
workstation cranes.

BY SARAH COLYER

"1 HE logic of using a cumbersome overhead
crane to lift & 30kg load is no logic at all,
but manual lifting is an iresponsible alter-
native, Thankfully, smaller workstation

CIAMNEs are just starting to ocoupy ‘a place of their

own' in the market, a number of crane companies

recently restified.

Dawn McFarlane, managing director of Bomac
Engineering told FEN manufacrurers are increas-
ingly interested in smaller workstation cranes,

"It wsed to be the thinking thae if we need to lift
30kg chen why not have 3 crane that can lif
1000kg? This is like using a hammer to crack an
ege when a spoon works better,” she explained.

“A great number of workstation cranes are being
installed to overcome OH&S issues. The OH&S
laws are requiring more pro-active racher than re-
active answers 1o safety in the workplace and it is
in the lighter end of the lifting range where people
who 'think’ they can lift a load can cause them-

continued on page 22

Stafl can it at the same pace all day every day with amall wark

small workstabon cranes are nod & big investment compared to overhead cranes
Photo courtesy of Konecranes)

ontinued from page 20 risen more than tenfold over
the past couple of years, and
elves harm.” we still see considerable poten-
Konecranes president of tial for our technologies which
jourh Asia Pacific, Ed Yakos offer the speed, safery and pre-
ilse repm-md an increasing cision essential for efficient
niness focus on smaller crane operation in modern
ranes, particudarly its XM workplaces,” Yakos said.
Workstation Cranes for loads Demag has also been
anging from 125-200kg. These  experiencing a boom for its
ire vastly different from the smaller KBK workstation
m EDT Ccranes fc'r “'I'I.'i:CII.'l Crancs, nati:ma! 5a I‘Ei ﬂnd
foneeranes s mose renowned,  marketing manager, Ron
“Sales of lighter cranes have  Peterson, told FEN.

“Customers are very much
H'L'IIITE' :F(:lf more Flurpﬂﬁﬁ'bu'i.ll
cranes, of workseation cranes
of lower capacity, in combd-
nation with the five, ten or
I0 onne overhead cranes,”
Peterson said.

Like Davwn MeFarlane,
Peterson said boch OHE&S
and productivity incentives
are driving factory owners
roward the smaller end of the

Cranc spocurim.
Nom can tell workers thc'!.l

station cranes. (Photo courtesy of Demag)

“Employees just want to get
on with the job and don’t want
to wait around on the large
overhead crane.”

shouldn't life things above
Eﬂeﬂﬂkg st many cmp]n',’l:i:':
just want to get on with the
job and don't want to wait
around on the large overhead
crane, They'll oy and wm it
over manually where they
really need a hoist or crane. If
workers get injured and
you've ot compensation
claims, they'll drive your
costs tighe up,” Peterson said.

“Where you've got repeti-
tive jobs lifting a small load,
workers doing it manually
will be much slower ar the
end of the day. If chey've got
a hoist or crane they'll be
able ro do the job at the same
pace the whole day. At
$5000 or thereabouts, o small
workstation crane is nota big
investment compared to an
overhead crane.”

Dawn McFarlane reported
that Bomac has supplied
many workstation cranes to
replace bigger, mote cumbet-
some cranes which emplovees

refused to use. A particular
case was at 8 door manufac-
turing facility where Bomac
replaced the larger crane wit
a Bomac Alrrac for loading
doors onto an edge rimming
machine. This not only
improved throughput on the
line bur positioning the doos
onto the machine went from
a two person to a single per-
SOM Operation.

Another case in point is
Konecranes' installation of i
own XM workstation crane
system at its new Lighe Lifi-
ing Equipment Centre in
Unanderra, NSW.

Small workstation cranes
are rypically light weighr,
with very little rolling resis-
tance. Lighter loads are usua
ly essily moved by hand, wit
motorised control aptions
recommended for grearer
loads. For more information
on the workstation cranes
offered by different comph-
nies see thetable on page 2



Gorbed workstation crane

EN FEBRUARY, 2007

& 7 taper of the track
funning flange and
wheels halps centre the
frollay for emocth miowe-
mant Enclosed frack
design ebminates dit and
dust from rolling surface
foreduce wear on whedsis.

Thee trizch is bow-wiasght

Alamiinium alloy conatrc-
Hon makes this crane light
weight - Tleg per metre.
Long spans can be
achleved and curves can
be shaped, I is easy and
quick 0 nstal — alf you
need |5 & spanner and
pop Hveter. It is also
Austrelian made,

Thers are no skewing
forcas like in & ngid crane:
The connection polnt
between the crane bridoe
and tha rumway is not
fived and single girder
cranes arbculate al these
pomtls. The rurway tracks
‘finat' in the horzontal
plane,

Dffers ight mavement
ning of trokieys, modularity
#nd pendulum constrec-
tian - which imposes less
stress and loading on the
support struchure, They
ane high strength, mean-
ing less suspension and

Gorbe! workstation canes
are engineerad fo reduce
frichon and wesght for
eagy uge and precision
speed when moving a
workloed. The smooth
nEnneng surface: neduces
redling resistance, as do
the DureComp 4 whesls

Because the troliys are
vertually free-running, (less
than D.5% rolling resis-
tance] the load can be
maved withvary it

tem makas f sasy fo
maintsén as indwidual frol-
ieys are easly accessed, I
will it jarn ey,

The madular make wpof
KBHK cranes make them
easy and cost effective to
extand and comvert.
Standardised connection
dimensions make for fast
assembly,

The modudarity of XM pro-
files and components
makes them easy o
install, ecdend and modify.
Their enclosed profile
mmwm

The low profile of the
steel frack allows system
instaliation whara head-
room is B probiem. Long
spans allow syslems o be
installed where hanging
points are infraquent

Ay type of lifting dewice
can be attached ko an
Altrar: crane, The light

weight of the treck means

#t can span long lengths
without suppors. Altrac
can be usad to creats jibs,
monorails and everhesd
ganlry cranes,

The single-girder cranes
sdow heavy and awkward
components to be moved
quickly and easly by hand,
The double-girder cranes
can also be sasily moved
try hand however eleciric
friction whes! trave! drives
ane recommended for
greater spans and loads

purposs-built for use over
manufactunng cells or for
expansion it an inie-
grated, factory-wide mate-
rial handling system,
Single girder cranes are
sasy o use by haod, with
mmmm
able for heavier loads.

lenﬂmtmdm
126 kg, 260 kg, 500 kg,
1,000 feg and 2000 kg,

madate a safe working

oed (SWL) of uip i

1000k

Thesa cranes can be built
in a range of load cepaci-
ties from 80kg to
B200kg

Safetech
03 6127 4566

| 035796 5300

Demag Cranes &

(2 D609 9500

02 8796 7665
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